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A Statement from As-Salaam Foundation Regarding Our

New Masjid Project-Tokyo Central Masjid

Greetings from As Salaam Foundation.

We are aware that the planned construction of our new facility has recently been the
subject of negative news and have noticed in social media that false information and
misconceptions are causing concern within our local community. We issue this statement
to clarify our vision and reaffirm our commitment to the values of harmony and respect

that have defined our presence here since 2008.

Our Commitment to the Local Community

The As-Salaam Foundation, Religious Corporation has been operating a masjid in
Okachimachi since 2008, and we have always operated with deep respect for Japanese
customs, manners, and traditions. From educating our visitors on how to manage trash
to maintaining orderly queues, we view it as our solemn responsibility to ensure our

guests and congregation are respectful members of society.

We understand that an increase in foreign residents and visitors can sometimes lead to
friction or misunderstandings regarding local customs. We share the community’s
commitment to preserving the beautiful culture of Japan, and we see it as a core part of
our mission to welcome new residents and actively teach them the Japanese way of life.

We strongly believe we need to avoid exclusion and focus on education and connection.
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Currently, visitors to the As Salaam Masjid are primarily tourists and professionals from
Malaysia, Indonesia, Brunei, Gulf Countries, and Muslim Minorities from Western nations.
Many are business leaders, academics, and professionals who contribute significantly to
Japan’s tourism and cultural economy. The new facility aims to welcome them in a
respectful and organized way that benefits both the Muslim community and Japan as a
whole, eliminating any inconvenience that may be caused by tourists praying in public
spaces.

More Than a Masjid: A Multi-Functional Community Hub

The proposed new building is designed to be much more than a prayer space. It is a
multi-use community center intended to enrich the entire neighborhood and strengthen

our bond with local residents.

1. Community Engagement, Education, and Safety

e Public Community Center (1st Floor): A dedicated, accessible space for local
Japanese residents and the Muslim community to interact, build relationships, and
share experiences.

o Disaster Preparedness & Storage (3rd Floor): We believe it is our
responsibility to work with the local community to ensure everyone’s safety.
Therefore, the 3rd floor will include a storeroom for dry food and water,
specifically for use in case of a natural disaster, to support the wider
neighborhood.

e Language & Cultural Center (5th Floor): This center will teach Japanese,
English, Arabic, and Quran. Crucially, we will host sessions for visitors to learn
Japanese manners, unspoken rules, and cultural etiquette. We ensure those
visiting Japan go back to their country having learned the beautiful manners and
teachings of Japan.

o Library (5th Floor): A space dedicated to reading books and increasing
knowledge.

e Museum (7th Floor): A space dedicated to deepening cultural understanding and

celebrating diverse histories, enriching our shared co-existence.
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2. Supporting the Japanese Economy and Culture

Halal Showroom & Convenience Store (1st Floor): The goal of the Halal
Showroom is to promote great Japanese products to the ever-growing global Halal
market. The Halal Market currently stands at $2.71 trillion USD *Source-
GlobalNewsWire, and we will support Japanese firms to reach this market by helping
them obtain the halal certification. We aim to contribute to the Japanese economy
and global expansion by providing a platform to showcase their products and also by
supporting them obtain the halal certification. The convenience store will serve the
growing demand for Halal food among tourists.

Food Court (2nd Floor): The food court will feature a variety of Japanese
cuisines that are Halal-certified. This ensures that the many Muslim tourists
visiting Japan can enjoy local cuisine to the fullest, thereby enhancing the

Japanese tourism experience.

3. Prayer Facilities (4th, 6th, 8th, 9th Floors)

These floors are dedicated to providing organized prayer halls for both travelers
and the local congregation. This facility ensures that travelers can conveniently
fulfill their prayers without causing any public inconvenience, such as praying in

outside or unauthorized areas.

An Open Invitation

As an organization, we understand the importance of co-existence with the local

community. We warmly welcome you to come and discuss with us directly and learn the

amount of effort we are putting into preserve the beautiful Japanese customs and

traditions. We are eager to share the extensive efforts we are making to preserve and

honor Japanese customs and traditions through education and community engagement.

Mohamed Nazeer

Chairman

As Salaam Foundation
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